Regular Town Council Meeting

February 24, 2015


                                     _________________________________________________

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

COUNCIL CHAMBERS

3577 South Ocean Blvd.

South Palm Beach, Florida 33480

           February 24, 2015 - 7:15 P.M.

Call to Order and Roll Call:  Mayor Donald W. Clayman called to order the Regular Town Council Meeting at 7:23 p.m.  Present were Mayor Clayman in Chair, Vice-Mayor Joseph M. Flagello, Council Members Stella Gaddy Jordan, Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer, and Robert Gottlieb. Also present were Town Manager Jim Pascale, Town Clerk/Assistant to Town Manager Yudy Alvarez, Town Attorney Bradley W. Biggs, Chief of Police Carl Webb, and Town residents.  

Pledge of Allegiance:   The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Erik Fischer, a resident at the Imperial House (4500). 

Decorum Statement:  Mayor Clayman read the Decorum Statement.

Approval of Agenda:  
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Gottlieb to approve the Agenda.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Approval of Minutes:

· Regular Town Council Meeting Minutes of January 27, 2015 

A motion was made by Council Member Fischer and seconded by Vice-Mayor Flagello to approve the January 27, 2015 Minutes.

Council Member Gottlieb made a correction with regard to the name of Mr. Hoffman, rather than Mr. Kaufman.

Upon vote, motion passed 5-0 for the amended January 27, 2015 Minutes.

· iPad Training Meeting Minutes of February 6, 2015

A motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by Vice-Mayor Flagello to approve the February 6, 2015 Minutes.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Proclamation:

· Declaring March 2015 as Ethics Awareness Month

Town Manager Pascale declared that March 2015 is Ethics Awareness Month in the Town of South Palm Beach.

Town Attorney Biggs read the Proclamation.

A motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by Vice-Mayor Flagello to approve the Ethics Awareness Month Proclamation.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Ordinance Introduction (Subject to outcome of 7:00 p.m. Meeting with Planning and Architectural Review Boards)
· ORDINANCE No. 279/FIRST READING:  At sections 2-92., 2-94., and 2-95.  Found at Division 2.  Architectural Review Board of Article IV. Boards, Committees and Commissions by repealing these sections and readopting them to provide for new regulations and new procedures for the approval of an application for site development; providing conflicts clause, a severability clause and authority to codify.
Attorney Biggs read Ordinance No. 279/First Reading Title.

A motion was made by Council Member Jordan and seconded by Council Member Fischer to approve Ordinance No. 279.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0

· ORDINANCE No. 280/FIRST READING:  At sections 2-154., 2-155., 2-158., and 1-160.  Found at Division 4.  Planning Board, Local Planning Agency of Article IV Boards, Committees and Commissions, by repealing these sections and readopting them to provide for new regulations and new procedures for the approval of an application for variance from the terms of the zoning code; providing a conflicts clause, a severability clause and authority to codify. 

Attorney Biggs read Ordinance No. 280/First Reading Title.

A motion was made by Council Member Fischer and seconded by Council Member Jordan to approve Ordinance No. 280. 

Michael Mead, Planning Board Member inquired regarding flexibility in variances.

Attorney Biggs clarified Ordinance No. 280 in detail.

A detailed discussion ensued between Attorney Biggs and Planning Board Member Mead with regard to variances.

Upon vote motion passed 5-0.  
Financials:


· Un-audited Financial Statements for period ending January 2015

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Gottlieb to approve the Financial Statements for period ending January 2015.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Other Business:

· Consideration to re-appoint Dr. Gokarna Gharti-Chhetri (Dr. G.C.), of 3581 South Ocean Boulevard, to fill the unexpired term as the Town of South Palm Beach liaison to the Town of Lantana, Greater Lantana School Community Education Council.  The term will end April 9, 2018.

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Fischer to approve the consideration to re-appoint Dr. Gokarna Gharti-Chhetri (Dr. G.C.) to fill the unexpired term as liaison to the Town of Lantana, Greater Lantana School Community Education Council, ending April 9, 2018.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Staff Reports:

· Police Department

· Activity Report January 2015

Chief Webb reported that the Police Department’s Activity Report for January 2015 was on file. 

· Boards and Committees

Lucille Flagello, Bus Trip Chairperson reported on the February 17, 2015 Casino Bus Trip, which had seventeen participants, and stopped at other locations to pick up more passengers.  She continued that the next Casino Bus Trip would be on March 17, 2015, which is St. Patrick’s Day.  Ms. Flagello also stated that if there would be forty (40) participants, the Town could have their own individual bus and pick everyone up at Town Hall and go directly to the Casino. 

· Building Report

The Building Report is on file.

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Jordan to approve the Building Report.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0

· Town Attorney

Town Attorney Biggs stated he had no further report.

Town Manager’s Report:

· Town Manager 
Town Manager Pascale addressed the change in the Agenda.  He continued that he is still happy to be in Town.  Town Manager Pascale reported on the new and better communication he has with the governing body utilizing their iPads.  He also discussed how the Town will eventually go paperless and will become more transparent, as necessary.  He commented on the Meet and Greet, following the Yoga Class, in Town Chambers, on Saturday, February 28, 2015, at 1:00 pm for everyone in Town to attend.  Town Manager Pascale reported on the upcoming election and ballot questions.  He added that the proposed upcoming top projects will be addressed at the March Council Meeting.

Council Member Jordan thanked Town Manager Pascale’s for his new ideas.

Mayor and Council Members’ Reports:

Mayor Clayman commended Town Manager Pascale’s recommendation of the use of iPads.

Vice-Mayor Flagello also discussed the upcoming March 10th election and the four (4) ballot questions.  He also thanked Town Manager Pascale for all his fresh new suggestions.  Vice-Mayor Flagello wished the candidates good luck.

Council Member Fischer discussed her attendance at the National Conference on Beach Preservation Technology in Clearwater, Florida, from February 4th through February 6th, 2015.  She reported on the monies required for the groins, which amounts to $100,000 for each of the seven (7), and the sand costs would be approximately $3.45 million dollars.  Council Member Fischer also addressed the mitigation figures of $800,000 per acre.  She stated that more monies were required, and questioned whether the costs should be given greater consideration.  Council Member Fischer also addressed the potential costs that would be allocated to the Town.

A discussion ensued regarding breakwaters.    

Michael Hoffman, Mayfair (3590) discussed the beaches, climate control and Congress’s involvement.

Council Member Gottlieb discussed re-nourishment of the beaches, mitigation, and a budget to be set aside for this project.  He emphasized how the beaches needed to get back.

A discussion ensued regarding re-nourishment issues.

Vincent Montaforte inquired regarding the object of the Army Corp of Engineers.  

Council Member Fischer explained the process.

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Fischer to extend Mr. Montaforte’s three (3) minute limit.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Council Member Jordan addressed the importance of the four (4) ballots questions. 

Council Member Gottlieb reported that he is in favor of no-term limits.  He also stated that he has not made up his mind with regard to the other three (3) issues and will review them further.

Public Comments:  

Paul J. Martin, Jr., Chairman, Capital Solutions Plus, Inc. discussed outside lighting modifications for the Town.   

John Canning, Barclay (3546) discussed in detail the four (4) ballot questions and the Citizen’s Advisory Board.

Town Attorney Biggs explained the verbiage with regard to the ballot questions, and the Citizen’s Advisory Board.

A discussion amongst Council Members continued with regard to further explanation of the ballots. 

Phillis Febbraro, Brittany (3575) requested an update on the kayak ramp.  

Town Manager Pascale reported that item would be on the March Agenda.     

Town Attorney Biggs explained that Public Comments is for an individual to make a comment, and it is not the time to ask specific questions to the Town Council.

Mr. Mead commented on several items relating to the beaches, sea turtles and term limits.   

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Jordan to extend Mr. Mead’s speaking time another 1½ minutes.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Craig Henne, Brittany (3575) discussed the beaches.  

Mr. Nevard, Horizon (3580) also commented on the beaches.  

Adjournment:

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Fischer to adjourn the meeting.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Mayor Clayman adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m.

____________________________

                  _______________________ __  

Yudy Alvarez, CMC                                                         Bernice Fischer, Mayor
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