First Budget Public Hearing

September 10, 2015


 _____________________________________________________________________________________

FIRST (1ST) BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2015 – 5:01 P.M. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Call to Order and Roll Call:   Mayor Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer called to order the First Budget Public Hearing at 5:05 p.m.  Present were Mayor Fischer in Chair, Vice-Mayor Joseph M. Flagello, Council Members Stella Gaddy Jordan, Robert Gottlieb (via telephone), and Woodrow (Woody) Gorbach.  Also present were Town Clerk/Assistant to Town Manager Yudy Alvarez, Town Attorney Bradley W. Biggs, Town Accountant Beatrice Galeano, Police Chief Carl Webb, Commander Robert A. Rizzotto, and Town residents.

Pledge of Allegiance:   The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Vice-Mayor Joseph M. Flagello.   

Approval of Agenda:

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Gottlieb to approve the September 10, 2015 Agenda.  

An amended motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Gorbach to add a discussion to be held later on the Agenda regarding moving the next Regular Town Council Meeting to 6:45 p.m. on September 29, 2015, due to the Jewish Holiday on September 22, 2015.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.   

Mayor Fischer discussed having the 2nd/Final Budget Hearing also moved to September 29, 2015.

A discussion ensued regarding legal issues and the advertising of the change of date for the 2nd/Final Budget Public Hearing.

Another motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Jordan to add the 2nd/Final Budget Public Hearing to September 29, 2015 also.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.
Public Hearing:

The Town of South Palm Beach will conduct the First (1st) Public Hearing on the proposed millage rate, and the tentative budget in the following manner:

Mayor Fischer explained how the Budget Hearing will take place.

a)
The Mayor will open the Public Hearing and announce that the proposed operating millage rate               necessary to fund the budget is 4.3174 which is 6.06% over the rolled-back millage rate of 4.0706.
b) Announce the proposed operating millage rate of 4.3174 for the General Fund
Mayor Fischer suggested going back to the rollback rate, and discussed how that rate will not raise taxes.  She continued that there will still be enough money in the budget.

A discussion ensued regarding whether residents having homestead exemption will have their taxes increased.

Town Accountant Galeano recommended leaving the millage rate as is at this 1st Budget Public Hearing, and having it recomputed and adopted at the 2nd/Final Public Budget Hearing.  She explained the process in detail.  

Mayor Fischer reported that she would accept that recommendation.

c) Summary of tentative budget

Town Accountant Galeano explained the proposed tentative budget for Fiscal Year 2015/2016 in detail. 

Council Member Jordan discussed the Town’s Public Safety’s Budget.

Vice-Mayor Flagello addressed the millage rate staying the same.  

A very detailed discussion between Council Members and Vice-Mayor Flagello continued regarding the budget’s millage rollback rate. 

d) Comments from the Public opened - 5:37 p.m. 

Andrew Fulton, The Brittany (3575) discussed the millage rate.   

e) Public portion of the meeting closed – 5:40 p.m.

f) Council adoption of proposed operating millage rate of 4.3174 Mills for Fiscal Year 2015/2016
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Gorbach to adopt the proposed operating millage rate of 4.3174 Mills for Fiscal Year 2015/2016.  

A further detailed discussion ensued regarding the roll back rate.

Upon vote motion passed 3-2, with Council Member Jordan and Council Member Gottlieb naying.

g) Council adoption of the tentative Budget for fiscal year 2015/2016
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Gorbach to adopt the tentative budget of 4.3174 Mills for fiscal Year 2015/2016.  

Vice-Mayor Flagello reminded everyone that Ms. Galeano will run the rollback rate numbers and report at the 2nd Budget/Final Meeting.

Mayor Fischer agreed to the tentative budget but also stated she wants to see the figures at the next meeting.

Council Member Gottlieb also agreed to this motion with the understanding of reviewing the figures at the next meeting.

Council Member Jordan discussed her feelings regarding the figures changing.

Town Accountant Galeano explained in detail how the operating budget will remain the same.

Council Member Jordan proposed changes in the Police Officers’ budget for next year, and how they can better interact with the residents.  She also addressed the issue of having the Council Members receiving more assistance from the Office Staff.  Council Member Jordan reported that if certain items were decreased, there would be more funds available for other items.  She also suggested the budget discussions should be started sooner.  

Town Accountant Galeano responded to all of Council Member Jordan’s inquiries.

Mayor Fischer inquired regarding accounting and auditing expenditure.

Town Accountant Galeano explained that it was included in the Budget Workshop Report.

Council Member Gottlieb stated that there should be security cameras, digital telephone system in Town Hall, and a digital sound system in Town Chambers.  He reported that security is very important for Town Hall.

Chief Webb responded that the Town is working with Node0, the Town’s new Informational Technology (IT) Company, with regard to the installation of security cameras, at a cost of $1,900.  He continued to discuss the legality of recording devices in Town Hall.   

A discussion amongst Council Members and Town Attorney Biggs ensued regarding recording devices. 

Upon vote motion passed 4-1, with Council Member Jordan’s nay.     

h) Announce Final Budget Public Hearing – September 22, 2015 at 6:15 p.m.
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Mayor Fischer to move the Final Budget Public Hearing to be followed by the Regular Town Council Meeting, due to the Jewish Holiday Yom Kippur, from September 22, 2015, at 6:15 p.m. to September 29, 2015, at 6:15 p.m.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Mayor Fischer announced the 2nd/Final Budget Public Hearing will be held on September 29, 2015, at 6:15 p.m.

Town Attorney Biggs stated that new date will be advertised accordingly.

i) Close Public Hearing

Mayor Fischer closed the Public Hearing.

Adjournment:  

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Flagello and seconded by Council Member Jordan to adjourn the 1st Budget Hearing.  Upon vote motion passed 5-0.

Mayor Fischer adjourned the meeting at 6:19 p.m.

__________________________                                                     _____________________________ 

Yudy Alvarez, CMC                                                                       Bernice (Bonnie) Fischer, Mayor

Town Clerk
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